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1. Introduction
a. Philippians 1:3-4 -- The Philippians were remembered with joy and thanksgiving whenever Paul prayed. 
i. You see the Philippians helped Paul in spreading the Gospel.
ii. They were willing to be used by God for whatever He wanted them to do.  
1. These things excited Paul and gave him great joy.
2. Every missionary is excited when a church and its people come along side them and help them reach the lost. 
iii. Those that bring joy to our lives, not happiness, but joy is related to spiritual experiences: 
1. Remember: Happiness is associated with things that happen.  Joy is associated with Jesus Christ. 
2. Examples: Nothing gives me greater joy in seeing someone become a born again Christian. 
3. Example #2: Seeing a Christian allowing to be used by God.  
a. Those of you stepping out in faith and going on short term mission trips.
4. Example #3: There is joy in having Koinonia fellowship with other Christians.
a. The scripture says, “not to forsake the gathering of the body of Christ.” Those that decide to skip church lose out on that joy.
iv. When others think about you, what comes to their minds? Do they remember you with joy?  Doing acts of kindness lifts up others?
2. Why did Paul have joy for the Philippians? – Verses 4-5.
a. Your fellowship in the Gospel = Koinonia.
i. Koinonia means fellowship, in common or shared spiritual experiences, communion, & partnership.
1. English words cannot describe Koinonia very well. 
2. Koinonia is more than just hanging out with family and friends – it is a spiritual relationship between two or more people and with God.
ii. The basis for any Koinonia relationship is Jesus Christ. The world cannot experience Koinonia.
1. When each of us becomes a Christian we begin an intimate relationship with Jesus – we become the bride of Christ.
2. Partaking in Communion (Koinonia) is and never was intended to be a ritual but an intimate time with Christ your Savior. 
a. Thanking Him for all He has done for us!
b. It is where two come together and have fellowship.  A very special and intimate time. 
iii. A Koinonia relationship usually develops over time between people ministering in the Lord together or times of prayer, and giving time and money
1. One of our goals as a church is to encourage Koinonia relationships through prayer, breaking of bread, and ministry. 
2. Example: Home Groups, mission trips, ministries at the church
iv. Some of my closest friends are those whom I minister with and pray with or for. (Men’s Prayer Breakfast)
1. Outside of Christ, my wife is the next closest Koinonia relationship I have.  
a. Husbands and wives need to develop this in their marriage for a long lasting and joyful relationship.  
b. The same is true for families.
i. Eat together, pray together, and minister together.
v. It is possible for a Koinonia relationship to begin at once.  
1. This usually occurs between Christians that are in the same type of ministry or have the same spiritual goals.
a. Example: Wes Bentley and Far Reaching Ministries.
b. The Philippians fellowship (Koinonia) was currently in helping Paul further the Gospel by praying and contributing to him.
i. They were financially supporting Paul while he was in prison and consequently they are helping him reach the lost world with these letters.
1. When you give your prayers, time, and financial support to a church, ministry, missions, missionary you are developing a Koinonia relationship with them.
2. I have developed this with missionaries over the years, like Isaac and Rachel Mubezi in Uganda and their Hope and Healing Center. 
3. God will complete us – Philippians 1:6.
a. Do you sometimes feel as though you aren’t making progress in your spiritual life?  Fear not! God is not like us, for all of you that have unfinished work projects at home, for when He starts a project, He completes it!
i. As with the Philippians, God will help you and I grow in grace until He has completed His work in your life.
1. When He is finished with you, He will then take you home. 
ii. When you are discouraged; remember that God won’t give up on you.
1. He promises to finish the work He has begun.  
iii. When you feel incomplete, unfinished, or distressed by your shortcomings, remember God’s promise and provision.
1. Don’t let your present condition rob you from growing closer to Him.
a. Rom 8:29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.
b. “God loves you so much, He doesn’t want to leave you the way you are today.”
i. Heb 12:2 – Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith
c. Jesus is the one that will complete us or make us perfect.
i. It is not us.  You and I can’t become complete or perfected by pulling up our bootstraps, going to self-help seminars, positive thinking, your psychologist, or counselor; or do enough good works, it is by His grace working in our lives transforming us into the image of Christ.
d. The problem with this completion or perfecting process going on in our lives is it’s painful at times.  We are under construction.
i. A lot of dying to self and allowing God’s will to be done.
1. I think we should develop some T-shirts saying, “Beware! And be patient with me God has me under construction.”
ii. The Bible gives us an analogy of Jesus being the potter and we are the clay.  (Isaiah 64:8; Romans 9:21).
1. Isa 64:8 - But now, O Lord, You are our Father; we are the clay, and You our potter; And all we are the work of Your hand. NKJV
2. Rom 9:20-21 - But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, "Why have you made me like this?" 21 Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor? NKJV
iii. When you and I first gave our lives to Christ there are a lot of lumps in the clay (some more than others) – excess baggage that needs to be cut off.  
1. As the master potter, Jesus, carefully draws us to Himself and begins to shape and mold us into the vessel He wants us to be.
e. Paul will talk about his more in Philippians 2:12-13.
i. We must do our part in desiring holiness, setting aside the sins that easily ensnare us, fix our eyes on Jesus and RUN.  Jesus will in turn give us the will and the ability to run this life of holiness. 
4. Paul’s deep feelings for the Philippians – Philippians 1:7-8.
a. Paul loves these people so much.  He has them in his heart longing to be with them.
i. Have you ever longed to see a friend or loved one with whom you share fond memories?
ii. Paul’s love and affection for the Philippians was based not merely on past experiences, but also on the unity that comes from partnering in ministry and being partakers in God’s grace.
5. Paul’s Prayer – Philippians 1:9-11.
a. There are five things that Paul desires in their lives.
i. Their love would abound in knowledge and discernment
ii. Approve the things that are excellent 
iii. Be Sincere
iv. Not being offensive to others
v. Filled with the fruits of righteousness 
b. Abounding love means excessive, superfluous, overflowing love. Agape love
i. This love is ever increasing.  
1. You and I can and need to grow in the depth of God’s love.
2. Ephesians 3:17 – that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height – to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge.
ii. This love is to God, love to one another, love for the lost world.
iii. We cannot pray for a better thing for our fellow Christians, than that they may abound in love.
c. Paul’s prayer is that their love would abound in two areas:
i. #1: Knowledge – recognition and understanding of God’s love.  
1. It’s intelligence on how to apply God’s love.
ii. #2: Discernment – to have a proper perception or discernment, not only by the senses but also by the intellect.
1. It knows what God’s love is and what it is not.
a. It’s not sloppy agape (love).  “We love people in truth not in their sin.”
2. God’s agape love is also a disciplining love. This means we correct and rebuke because we love them.  If someone refuses the correction and says, “That’s not loving me saying I’m in sin.”  They are lost and need salvation. 
d. Verse 10 – Approving the things that are excellent.
i. Making good decisions; making things better, adding value to someone or something.
ii. The decisions that are made should encourage excellence in one’s spiritual, physical, and emotional life.
1. These decisions are based on the truth of God’s word not on feelings and preferences.  
iii. Paul’s prayer is that the Church are making wise and excellent choices, which is something we often pray for our children about. Whether they are hanging out with friends, going off to school or college, and when they are leaving the home to be on their own.
1. Parent’s prayer is that the decision they make are excellent.
iv. Pastors often pray this for their flock and the flock pray this for their spiritual leaders. 
e. Verse 10 – Sincerity.
i. Pure or genuine. 
1. You are a true Christian through and through. Yes, we sin but we also repent of it quickly and seek forgiveness when needed.
ii. God doesn’t want us to be fake Christians.  But genuine believers. 
1. Example: People act one way at church and worldly at home.
f. Without offense: Not causing someone to stumble.
i. There is a meekness and mildness about you. 
ii. Acts 24:16 - This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without offense toward God and men. NKJV
1. That one’s conscience would be clear toward the Lord and others.
a. If there is, then humbly go to them and seek forgiveness.
iii. Matt 18:5-6 - "And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me. 6 But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. NIV
1. There are dire consequences for leading children astray, so be on your guard to live such a life that you aren’t causes others to sin.
iv. Romans 16:17-19 - I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. 18 For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people. NIV
1. Watch out for those that cause offense and are trying to bring divisions into the church or to dis on the leadership of the church.  Have nothing to do with them.
g. Verse 11 – We will have the fruits of righteousness active in your life.
i. You do what is right towards others and in God’s eyes all the days of your life.
1. Ps 92:12-15 - The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; 13 planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. 14 They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green, 15 proclaiming, "The Lord is upright; he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in him." NIV
ii. Turn to John 15 to see what Jesus expects of us.
1. He wants us to bear spiritual fruit.  Yes, there will be seasons of pruning so that there will be even more growth in the next season in your life. 
2. Paul tells us in Galatians 5:22-23 the fruit will be of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control.
h. Where does all this come from? Me, you, gurus?  
i. It comes by Jesus Christ.
1. Paul prays for these five (5) things because in and of our selves we cannot produce these in our lives. 
ii. Oh, that these five things would abound in our us.
1. That we would understand God’s agape love more and be able to discern what is His real love from someone faking it.
2. We would agree with making good godly decisions to make things better and add value to others lives. 
3. We would be real sincere Christians; nothing false about us. 
4. We would cause no offense to others because we are acting like Jesus in being gracious and kind toward others.
5. We would bear spiritual fruit all the days of our lives.
iii. All to the glory and praise to God.
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